
Letters from 
the 

Lighthouse



Today we are going to focus 
on the characters from the 

story and what we know 
about them before writing a 

character description.



• If we were writing our own story, we 
would want to include these features 
when describing our characters. 
However, when describing a character 
from a book we are reading, we are 
limited by what the author tells us.

• We need to search for clues within 
the text.



What do you think this excerpt tells us 
about Cliff?

What does it tell us about Olive (the 
main character)?



Olive doesn’t always make the best 
decisions. She can be a bit reckless

Cliff is 8 years old.



This slide is an excerpt from when Olive 
is in hospital. When she wakes up, 
these are some of her first thoughts. 
What does that tell us about Olive?



Olive is caring and she worries about 
other people (she wants to make sure 
her brother is alright and doesn’t want 
her mum to worry about where she is).



Olive is a kind and caring girl. She 
worries about her family, especially 
her Mum and her 8-year-old brother 
(Cliff). However, she can also be a 
little bit reckless and doesn’t always 
make the best choices.  

If I were to put together what I have learnt about 
Olive in order to write a character description, I 
might begin by saying something like:



Let’s take a look at the way that I have 
challenged myself with my writing. 

Olive is a kind and caring girl. She 
worries about her family, especially 
her Mum and her 8-year-old brother 
(Cliff). However, she can also be a 
little bit reckless and doesn’t always 
make the best choices.  

• Start a sentence with an adverbial
• Brackets

Try and use brackets (Years 5&6 might want to 
think of other punctuation you could use e.g. 
semi-colons or dashes)



Independent Learning Year 4
• Use the passages on the next slide to be a detective and find out information about Olive. Use the 

questions to help you think about what the author is telling you about her looks and personality. 
You could talk these through with an adult (you do not need to write the answers down).

• When you have found out as much information as you can, put your findings into sentences to 
create a character description.

• As an additional resource, use the adjectives for characters on the final slide to help you find 
descriptive words.

Choose 3 excerpts and write 3 sentences to describe Olive. 
Remember to punctuate your sentences correctly.

Write a paragraph to describe Olive. Include details about what she 
looks like and her personality.

Write a paragraph to describe Olive. Include details about what she 
looks like and her personality. Challenge yourself to start your 
sentences in different ways.



What does Olive like to do in her spare time?
What words might you use to describe her personality?

What colour is Olive’s hair?
What do you think thoughtful-looking means?

Why does Olive tell her brother not to worry? 
What does this tell us about her personality?

What does Olive like to do in her spare time?
What words might you use to describe her personality?

When Mum thinks that Sukie is dead, Olive is much 
more positive. Can you think of any words to describe 
this?

What does Olive think about her dad? 

Olive



Independent Learning Years 5 & 6

• Use the passages on the next few slides to be a detective and find out what the author is telling 
us about your chosen character. 

• When you have found out as much information as you can, put your findings into sentences to 
create a character description.

• As an additional resource, use the adjectives for characters on the final slide to help you find 
descriptive words.

Challenge
• Use brackets (or other more complex punctuation e.g. dash, semi-colon)

• Start your sentences in different ways



Olive

Level of challenge: MILD



Sukie

Level of challenge: SPICY



Cliff

Level of challenge: EXTRA SPICY



Additional resource

Stuck for words to describe your character? Use this adjective 
word mat to help you.

Remember, you may also use an online thesaurus to improve 
your vocabulary if you wish. 


