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We have absolutely 

fabulous school lunches at 

Beenham! 
 

 

Friday 25th September 2020 

 

Our VALUE this month is  

Self-belief 

 Hello everyone 
 

If your child hasn’t yet tried one of the mouth-

watering school lunches on the menu from our new 

catering company Caterlink, then please can I urge 

you do so. 
 

Wendy, our cook, is making delicious meals for both 

pre-school and school. The numbers of children and 

adults having school lunches is going up each day due 

to their popularity. You may have seen on our 

Twitter page, the photographs of the lovely meals, 

comments from both school and pre-school and the 

lovely thank you card from pre-school. 
 

The meals are highly nutritious and there is in each 

portion.  
 

Each main dish comes with a side salad and freshly 

made bread each day. Yesterday, I had sweet potato 

and lentil curry sprinkled with fresh coriander. This 

was served with rice and fresh vegetables. There 

are also a range of desserts on offer each day. 
 

Remember that a school meal is free for every child 

whilst they are in foundation stage and key stage 1.  
 

See the next column for photos 
 

 
Robert Grace 
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Tala class 
 

Annie-Rose Aldridge - I have been blown away by Annie's independent learning this week. After sequencing the 
story of Dot during literacy lesson, she independently chose to create her own story board and puppets based 
on the book. Well done Annie! 
 
Zac Paxford - This week Zac has been working very hard listening for the initial sounds to help him sort objects 
according to the 's' and 'a' sound.  
 
 

Torak class 
 

Luke Rossiter - Luke is such a kind and caring little boy. Every day Luke is working on growing his self-belief. He 
tries his best in everything he does. This week Luke was encouraged by years five and six to play football with 
them, but he wasn't sure as he said he wasn't very good at football. Jayden -Cato said, "Come on, just try!" Luke 
used his power of self-belief and scored his first goal!   
 
Mya Trinder - What a special little girl Mya is. She tries her very best in everything she does, and she does it with 
a beautiful smile. She is so gentle and caring and every day she is working on our school value of self-belief. 

 

 

Tundra class 
 

Sophia Moore - Sophia works hard in every single lesson we have together and consistently tries her best. She is 
also phenomenally helpful around the classroom and always thinks of others. Sophia, we are so lucky to have 
you as part of Tundra class! 
 
Harry Clarke - Harry has been so engaged this week in the learning we have been doing in class, and completely 
blew me away in our history lesson. He demonstrated some fantastic critical thinking skills and did a great job 
sharing his thoughts with the rest of the class which led us to question some of the sources we were looking at. 
Keep up the brilliant work, Harry! 
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Reading diaries and homework 
All children in school will receive their new reading diaries today. 

 

Homework details for each child are also included in the diary. 
 

We have also attached a copy of our reviewed Homework Policy, with the newsletter email, for your 
information. You will note that it says it is a draft policy and is awaiting approval from the governing body. 

This is because it is a statutory policy and has to be signed off by them. We are not expecting any changes 
to be made. If there are then we will of course let you know. We just felt it was important that you had a 

copy of our policy alongside the reading diary. 
 

Communication 
We pride ourselves in having excellent communication with all parents. However, we do feel that the Covid 

pandemic has created a bit of a barrier between home and school. Teachers are no longer visible in the 
playground as they were before and it is difficult to know who you should talk to if you have a concern, 

handover information or just tell us some great news. 
With this in mind, we have re-issued our school communication guidelines. They are attached to this newsletter 

email. 
 

We want to re-assure that we are still here to answer any question that you may have. We can even organise 
face to face meetings so long as it is in safe circumstances. We always want to help. No concern is too small! In 

fact, it is better to resolve things at the earliest possible stages. 
 

We have asked the office staff to direct you to the right person to talk to if you approach them with a query 
about your child’s progress of pastoral care. It is much better that the class teacher has the information first 

hand rather than through a second party as this can sometimes dilute the issue, and the class teacher doesn’t 
realise the complexity of the problem. Also, the office staff are not in a position to be able to answer questions 

of a confidential nature relating to your child. 
 

We hope the communication guidelines will help us all to rebuild great communication between home and 
school to enable us to continue to work together successfully as before. 

 

Recording of Friday morning assemblies 
As from today, we will be recording our Friday morning assembly for parents to watch. We want to make this 

opportunity as secure as possible. In the first instance, we want to make sure that the initiative is only open to 

parents in the school.  
 

If you wish to view our assemblies and didn’t complete the return slip in last week’s newsletter, then please 

complete and return the declaration at the end of this newsletter. 
 

Once we receive this, we will then issue you with your child’s safe and secure school email address, which is then 

used to access the recording. We are also aware that some children cannot have their images broadcast on any 

form of media. We will make sure that they are either hidden from view, or only have back facing images 

recorded. 
 

The first assembly will be available for viewing on Monday 28th September. We will email you details of how to 

access this on Monday, if you have returned your declaration. 
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Tala Class information 
    

Tala class have been highly creative this week. They have been recording their own music in our ‘recording 

studio’ using our new microphones, investigating how they work. The children have also been working 

together as a team, building another extension to our classroom! 
 

  
 

 
 
 

We have had some excellent ‘puppet show’ 

performances, retelling the story of ‘Dot’. The 

children used key vocabulary from the book to 

sequence the beginning, middle and end. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In reception, we have been busy 

sorting objects by their initial 

sound. 

Have a lovely weekend 😊 

 

Mrs Cannings 
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Torak Class information 
 

This week in Torak the children have been learning about Forces. They began their investigation into air 

resistance and what impact it had on the speed you are travelling; they then investigated the factors that 

influenced air resistance and looked at ways to harness it.  
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Tundra Class information 
 

It has been yet another fantastic week in Tundra class! The children have been getting stuck into 

investigations in science, source analysis in history and developing their programming skills in computing. 

They have been supporting each other brilliantly in various tasks and demonstrating real teamwork in many 

sessions.  I finally remembered to take photos this week so I can show you what we've been up to! 

 

 
 
Our topic board is beginning to come together nicely with all the wonderful learning the children have been 

doing over the last few weeks. I am really excited to see what else we'll be adding up there!  

 

 
 

We have also started our next Big Write cycle this week, working towards writing a description of a 

setting as someone who lived through The Blitz in London. The children have made a fabulous start to this 

work and have been able to apply their learning from our WWII history topic to inform their writing - love 

it when a plan comes together! 

 

I hope you all enjoy your weekends, and I am looking forward to next week already - 

 

Miss McBean 
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Message from VIAM  
 

In terms of the postponed March 2020 performances, these have now been 
rescheduled for March 2021.  Emails will be sent out to schools in the very near 
future with details of plans moving forward.  Obviously we are still in very strange 
times, so we have to work and plan accordingly.  
 
We are finalising our online weekly singing sessions for students to take part in from 
home so we can keep the children engaged. These will be presented in 40 min 
sessions by Jo and Neil from VIAM.  The sessions will be available very shortly and 
are free to all schools who were registered to take part in March 2020. 
  
We will be in touch again shortly. 

 

Bags2School 
 

Our PTFA have booked a Bags2School collection for Monday 19th October.  
Unfortunately, Bags2School will not be providing bags this time. We would 
therefore ask you to use ordinary bin liners. 
  
Please help us to raise money by searching through your wardrobes and 
cupboards and donating any unwanted textiles.  This can include adults’ and 
children’s clothes, shoes (tied together please), hats, belts, handbags and 
soft toys.   Please do not include bedding, curtains, and household linen as 
these cannot be accepted. 
  
Please bring your bags on Monday 19th October and leave them outside the 
front door ready for collection. 
 
Thanks very much. 

 

 
Beenham Primary School on TWITTER 

 
Find us by searching for @BeenhamPrimary 
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MAKING CONTACT WITH SCHOOL STAFF 
If you have an issue that you would like to discuss with any member of the school staff and you wish to make an 

appointment to see them, then please email them direct. We do encourage face to face contact whenever possible as 

we genuinely believe it is the best way to resolve any concern that you may have. Email addresses are as follows: 

  

School Office:  office@beenham.w-berks.sch.uk 

Miss McBean: smcbean@beenham.w-berks.sch.uk 

Mrs Edwards: nedwards@beenham.w-berks.sch.uk 

Mrs Cannings: lcannings@beenham.w-berks.sch.uk 

Mrs Butcher: headteacher@beenham.w-berks.sch.uk 

 

 

 
Keep in touch with the school governors by visiting their website 

regularly. Follow the direct link below. 
 

Beenham School Governor website 
 

NEWSLETTER COMMENTS 
If you would like to comment or respond to any of the items in this newsletter then please email 

office@beenham.w-berks.sch.uk or fill in the slip below. 

 
Name(s)__________________________________ 

Parent/pupil comment: 

 

Signed:_______________________________Parent/guardian/pupil 

 

Recording of Friday morning assemblies 
(Please complete and return to school) 

 
CHILD’S NAME:  

CHILD’S CLASS:  

 

I will not: 

 

-download the recording onto my own device 

-forward the recording to any other person 

-publish the recording of the assembly on any social media site 

-disclose my child’s secure email address to another party 

 

Signed…………………………………………………………………………parent/guardian 
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