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INTENT 

History has always been held in high regard at Beenham Primary School, with the village’s own 
rich history celebrated and an inspiring feature of the school. The history curriculum at 
Beenham Primary School makes full use of resources within the immediate and wider local 
area enabling children to develop a deep understanding of their locality and place in the 
world.  
 
Under the umbrella of our whole school topics, history foci are informed by the national 
curriculum and are sensitive to children’s interests, as well as the context of the local area. 
The history curriculum at Beenham Primary is carefully planned and structured to ensure that 
current learning is linked to previous learning and that the school’s approaches are informed 
by current pedagogy.  
 
In line with the national curriculum 2014, the curriculum at Beenham Primary aims to ensure 
that all pupils:  
 

 Gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider 
world, including a chronology of events over time. We believe that this helps to 
stimulate pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past;  

 Are encouraged to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift 
arguments, and develop perspective and judgement;  

 Begin to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the 
diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own 
identity and the challenges of their time.  

CURRICULUM 
IMPLEMENTATION 

History is taught in blocks throughout the year, so that children achieve depth in their 
learning. Teachers have identified the key knowledge and skills of each topic and 
consideration has been given to ensure progression across topics throughout each year group 
and across the school.  
 
By the end of year 6, children will have a chronological understanding of British history from 
the Stone Age to the present day. They are able to draw comparisons and make connections 
between different time periods and their own lives. Interlinked with this are studies of world 
history, such as the ancient civilisations of Greece and the Mayans.  
 
Cross curricular outcomes in history are specifically planned for, with strong links between the 
history curriculum and morning literacy lessons enabling further contextual learning.  
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The local area is also fully utilised to achieve the desired outcomes, with extensive 
opportunities for learning outside the classroom embedded in practice.  
 
Planning is informed by and aligned with the national curriculum. Teachers use the Durham 
County Council progression documents to support planning for progression in knowledge and 
skills across the school. In addition, they have access to the Hamilton plans and resources and 
the Cornerstones curriculum. However, teachers’ lesson design is not limited by this and is 
informed by other sources that are relevant and familiar to them. 
 
Consideration is given to how greater depth will be taught, learnt and demonstrated within 
each lesson, as well as how learners will be supported in line with the school’s commitment to 
inclusion. Outcomes of work are regularly monitored to ensure that they reflect a sound 
understanding of the key identified knowledge.  
 
Within our knowledge-rich approach, there is a strong emphasis on people and the 
community of our local area. The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) follows the 
‘Development Matters in the EYFS’ guidance which aims for all children in reception to have 
an ‘Understanding of the World; people and communities, the world and technology’ by the 
end of the academic year. 

CURRICULUM 
IMPACT 

Outcomes in topic and literacy books, evidence a broad and balanced history curriculum and 
demonstrate the children’s acquisition of identified key knowledge.  
 
Children review the agreed successes at the end of every session and are actively encouraged 
to identify their own target areas, with support from their teachers. They also record what 
they have learned comparative to their starting points at the end of every topic.  
 
Emphasis is placed on analytical thinking and questioning which helps pupils gain a coherent 
knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world and are curious to 
know more about the past. Through this study pupils learn to ask perceptive questions, think 
critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement.  

FURTHER DETAILS 
CONTAIND IN 
DOCUMENTS 

Teaching for learning policy 
Marking and feedback policy 
Assessment policy 

DATE REVIEWED: AUTUMN 2020 
 

NEXT REVIEW DATE: AUTUMN 2022 
 

 

Policy content Page 

Teaching and learning 3 

Assessment 3 

Planning and resources 3 

Organisation - EYFS 4 

Organisation – Key stage 1 and key 
stage 2 

4 

Equal opportunities 5 

Inclusion 5 

Role of subject leader 6 

Role of parents 7 
History of Beenham resource 8 
History unit teaching cycle 9 

 



3 
 

1. Teaching and Learning  

Across the whole school, there are four key historical learning strands that the children will explore over the course of 

their education at Beenham Primary –  

● Investigate and interpret the past. 

● Build an overview of world history.  

● Understand chronology.  

● Communicate historically.  

As pupils develop these skills in a range of contexts, so too will they develop the ability to be independent learners, 

using the key historical skills they have gained to analyse, question and compare sources of evidence to form their own 

judgements about the past.  

Learning from these strands helps children to foster an enthusiasm and sense of curiosity about the past, encouraging 

pupils in their first steps towards being life-long learners. The learning intention for each lesson is informed by the 

national curriculum 2014 and children are guided towards this within each lesson through the use of success criteria.  

Teaching and learning in history is supported by a wealth of resources, including access to the Hamilton scheme and the 

Cornerstones curriculum. The school also accesses many workshops of an historical nature as well as exposing to wow 

visits to historically focused settings. 

Outdoor learning is planned for and progressive throughout the school and programmes of work are embedded with key 

knowledge, which itself has been mapped, along with key skills, to support affective assessment and ensure progression 

across the school.  

2. Assessment  

Assessment for learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching and learning cycle. Key historical knowledge is 

taught to enable and promote the development of children’s historical enquiry skills. Assessment is supported by use of 

the following strategies:  

● Observing children at work, individually, in pairs, in a group and in class during whole class teaching.  

● Using differentiated, open-ended questions that require children to explain and unpick their understanding.  

● Providing effective feedback, including interactive marking through green pen questions where appropriate, to engage 

children with their learning and to provide opportunities for self-assessment, consolidation, depth and target setting.   

● Book moderation and monitoring of outcomes of work, to evaluate the range and balance of work and to ensure that 

tasks meet the needs of different learners, with the acquisition of the pre-identified key knowledge of each topic being 

evidenced through the outcomes.  

● Use of the ‘what I know already, what I want to know and what I have learnt’ (KWL) strategy throughout a unit, 

alongside specific and measurable LIs for each lesson with child and teacher review of the agreed success criteria.  

3. Planning and Resources  

Existing, history resources are stored centrally in the Resource Room and are organised into history topic themes, which 

are clearly labelled.  

The library contains a good supply of history topic books to support children’s individual research. We also have a 

Creative Curriculum budget that teachers may buy books that their class will need for a history topic. 
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Class teachers are encouraged to have a topic table/display board where books and other artefacts are displayed and 

easily accessible for children.  

Teachers identify the key knowledge that is being taught, as well as the skills that are being developed across each topic, 

and these are recorded in their medium term plans.  

These are also explicitly outlined on each topic overview, which makes explicit links to the national curriculum 2014. Key 

vocabulary is also identified, as well as how consideration to the school’s context has informed the programme of study. 

Cross curricular outcomes are also identified prior to teaching and these are evidenced through outcomes of work, as 

well as being stated explicitly in planning. Topic overviews are published on the school website. 

4. Organisation  

At Beenham Primary, we follow a blocked curriculum approach to learning, which means that pupils study a history topic 

for a blocked period of weeks, each term in the afternoons, rather than having one lesson per week. This allows children 

to enhance their knowledge of history and develop related skills through focused daily learning, throughout the duration 

of each block. This model also promotes the children in being able to achieve a greater depth of understanding of each 

topic.  

4.1 EYFS  

Early years explore historical themes and content through the Understanding of the World strand of the EYFS 

curriculum. This involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through 

opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places and time. They are assessed according to the 

Development Matters Attainment targets.  

4.2 KS1 and KS2  

During Key Stage 1, children begin to develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to 

the passing of time. They start to know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework 

and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They demonstrate a growing 

confidence and accuracy when using commonplace historical vocabulary.  

Through literacy and drama, children become able to ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and 

other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. Children start to use, and begin to 

evaluate, some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.  

Children are taught to identify changes within living memory, by examining how toys and entertainment have changed 

within living memory and what this reveals about changes in national life. Children also investigate events beyond living 

memory, to develop a growing sense of chronology and awareness of time and changes over time. 

 As part of this focus children will study the Great Fire of London and how homes have changed over time. We will also 

study the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements; 

the specific individuals studied will link to and support cross curricular link; however we plan to study Samuel Pepys, 

William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee as well as Mary Seacole, Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell.  

As part of our study of significant historical events, people and places in their own locality; we will look at the history of 

Beenham, particularly the changes since World Wars 1 and 2. The village is a community where generations have settled 

and stayed over time, and there is a very rich evidence base of extended families who have resided in the village in living 

memory. A recent memory café at our school, saw many villagers and their relatives joining the children to share photos, 

stories and other evidence about the past.  
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There was an old school that was built over a hundred years ago. It was burnt down in the early 1980s and the new 

school was built on its current site. School holds many evidence sources relating to the school over time, both 

photographic and written. 

The village church was built in the 13th century and parts of it have been burnt down twice and rebuilt. A one-time-
famous inhabitant of the parish was the 18th century vicar, Thomas Stackhouse, a theologian who wrote 'The History of 
the Bible from the Beginning of the World until the Coming of Christianity'. 

Historically, Beenham has links to the GWR company. One of the houses is called Beenham Grange, which a GWR steam 

locomotive was named after. In the 1950s, the railway company had its headquarters not from the site of Aldermaston 

station and Beenham Grange was used as an overflow building for the employees of the GWR.  

 

There are several farms in the village that have belonged to many generations of Beenham families that can be traced 

back over 150 years. In particular, the impact of the Victorian revolution can be seen in the way the farms have been 

operated and managed. 

 

Not far from Beenham is the village of Silchester, which is famous for its Roman archeological site. A visit to the site 

further supports the understanding of the impact of the Roman Empire on our own locality. 

Throughout Key Stage 2, pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of 

British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. This sense of 

understanding of chronology will be referred to throughout this Key Stage so that children become secure in their 

understanding of important historical events and eras, trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical 

terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically-valid questions about change, cause, similarity 

and difference, and significance.  

Children will learn to select, organise, review and present relevant historical information. Children will begin to 

understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources and that sources need to be carefully 

evaluated.  

Progression, through this Key stage, should allow pupils to understand both the long arc of development and the 

complexity of specific aspects of the content.  

During this Key Stage, children are learning about the changes that happened in Britain from the Stone Age, through the 

Bronze Age to the Iron Age. The West Berkshire Museum in Newbury is a great resource which enables us to understand 

the impact of this era in time in the local community. They will also learn about the Roman Empire and its impact on 

Britain; both in the short term and to the present day.  

This study will be followed by an investigation of Britain’s settlement by the Anglo-Saxons and Scots culminating in a 

study of the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor. We will 

study these periods of history in a broad chronological order, to help support children’s understanding of chronology 

and trends over time.  

We will study the impact of the World War II and the Blitz on the local community, showing how several aspects of 

national history are reflected in the locality. Children will also explore the theme of, Monarchs then and now, examining 

the changing power of monarchs over time. In addition to this focus on British history, we will study the achievements of 

the earliest civilizations, giving children an overview of where and when they first appeared and also the opportunity to 

study in depth early civilizations such as Ancient Sumer, the Indus Valley, Ancient Egypt, or the Shang Dynasty of Ancient 

China. Once again, the specific in-depth study will be selected to ensure effective and enriching cross curriculum links.  

http://www.berkshirehistory.com/bios/tstackhouse.html
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Children’s study of ancient civilisations will be extended by investigation of Ancient Greece, where children will study 

Greek life, the major achievements of this society and its influence on the western world.  

To further complement children’s understanding of society, children will have the opportunity to study a non-European 

society that provides contrasts with British history, using early Islamic civilization, Mayan civilization or Benin as the 

context of this comparison.  

5. Equal Opportunities  

At Beenham Primary school, we are committed to providing a teaching environment which ensures all children are 

provided with the same learning opportunities regardless of social class, gender, culture, race, special educational need 

or disability.  

Teachers use a range of strategies to ensure inclusion and also to maintain a positive ethos where children demonstrate 

positive attitudes towards others.  

Support for specific individuals is well considered and planned for, with consideration given to how greater depth and 

further challenge can be provided for and demonstrated by children who require further challenge.  

6. Inclusion (eg EAL/SEN/PPG/Provision for HA)  

All pupils are entitled to access the history curriculum at a level appropriate to their needs. To ensure inclusion, teachers 

use a range of strategies in line with the school’s inclusion planning key. Independent tasks, as well as teaching, are also 

well-adapted to ensure full accessibility, as well as to provide appropriate challenge to different groups of learners.  

The school makes full use of additional adults who are deployed effectively to ensure that identified children are able to 

make progress in each curriculum area, according to their full potential.  

Through the use of KWL, teaching takes account of children’s own interests to ensure topic relevance to all individual 

learners.  

Opportunities for enrichment are also fully utilised, to ensure a fully inclusive and engaging history curriculum. 

7. Role of the Subject Leader  

The coordinator’s responsibilities are:  

● Ensure a high profile of the subject  

● Ensure a full range of relevant and effective resources are available to enhance and support learning.  

● Model the teaching of history  

● Ensure progression of the key knowledge and skills identified within each unit and that these are integral to the 

programme of study and secure at the end of each age phase.  

● Monitor books and ensure that key knowledge is evidenced in outcomes, alongside and as supported, by the Head 

● Monitor planning and oversee the teaching of history  

● Lead further improvement in and development of the subject as informed by effective subject overview  

● Ensure that the history curriculum has a positive effect on all pupils, including those who are disadvantaged or have 

low attainment  

● Ensure that the history curriculum takes account of the school’s context, promotes children’s pride in the local area 

and provides access to positive role models from the local area to enhance the geography curriculum  
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● Ensure that approaches are informed by and in line with current identified good practice and pedagogy  

8. Parents (Including Homework)  

We, at Beenham Primary. actively encourage the involvement of families and the wider community to help support the 

teaching of history. 

Parents and carers are involved with supporting their children with topic- based homework. History homework tasks are 

well communicated and have a clear purpose, often providing 

9. History unit teaching cycle  (2020 – 2022)  - see appendix 2 on page 9 for curriculum map 
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Appendix 1 

History of Beenham – Extract from Royal Berkshire History online 

About twenty-five years ago, a fine 4th century Roman bathhouse was discovered in the south-east of Beenham parish. 
It was probably associated with a Roman villa, to the west near Beenham Stocks, that remained unnoticed while gravel 
extraction destroyed it. Imported building materials indicate a complex of some pretensions. The bath suite was 
certainly a luxury: a large rectangular building with an underground heating system (hypocaust). It was probably divided 
by a wooden partition into a warm room (tepidarium) and sauna-like hot room (caldarium). A narrow unheated annex 
was probably the cold room (frigidarium) and may have contained a portable plunge bath. An adjoining building was 
probably a changing room, and there was a nearby well for obvious reasons. 

The Saxon name for the village either means Benna's Home or Bean Home. It is sometimes mistakenly given the suffix of 
Valence through confusion with Benham Park near Newbury. Many centuries ago, a branch of the Perkins family, from 
nearby Ufton Court, owned the manor. The present Beenham House replaced their old timber gabled mansion in the 
late 18th century. It is actually a redbrick house, but has been painted white, leading to the mistaken belief that it was 
built as a twin to Sulhamstead House, across the valley. 

Beenham Church retains only small details of its 13th century original, for it has been rather prone to fires. It was first 
burnt down in 1794. After the flames had abated, the villagers collected enough bell metal to considerably reduce the 
bill for casting six new bells. The Six Bells Pub, in the village, commemorates the event. Luckily, the church’s brick tower 
survived the second disaster in 1859. Adjoining the tower are some of the most intricate and informative of Berkshire’s 
gravestones: one of them shows Old Father Time. They remember the Iremongers, a large 18th century farming family, 
after whom the, incorrectly spelt, Ironmongers Copse (just over the border in Bucklebury) is named. Inside, the church is 
a memorial to Sir Charles Hopson who was responsible for much of the woodwork in St. Paul’s Cathedral. He was 
knighted by Queen Anne. Another one-time-famous inhabitant of the parish was the 18th century vicar, Thomas 
Stackhouse, a theologian who wrote 'The History of the Bible from the Beginning of the World until the Coming of 
Christianity'. 

During the Civil War, a band of Cromwell’s soldiers kept their horses tethered in Foddehouse Copse. This was probably 
around the time of one of the First & Second Battles of Newbury. Opposite the post office is a house that was once an 
old inn, the Black House. A barmaid there was said to have been murdered by one of these soldiers. Three hundred 
years later, there were more ugly scenes at Beenham when the Berkshire Machine Rioters marched through the village 
in 1830. They destroyed the machines and stores of several local farmers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.berkshirehistory.com/castles/benham_park.html
http://www.berkshirehistory.com/villages/newbury.html
http://www.berkshirehistory.com/castles/ufton_court.html
http://www.berkshirehistory.com/castles/beenham_house.html
http://www.berkshirehistory.com/castles/sulhamstead_house.html
http://www.berkshirehistory.com/churches/beenham.html
http://www.berkshirehistory.com/villages/bucklebury.html
http://www.berkshirehistory.com/bios/tstackhouse.html
http://www.berkshirehistory.com/bios/tstackhouse.html
http://www.berkshirehistory.com/articles/newbury_bat01.html
http://www.berkshirehistory.com/articles/newbury_bat02.html
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Appendix 2 

History unit teaching cycle  (2020 – 2022) 

Cornerstones subject support materials are listed in red on the planner. 

Hamilton subject support materials are listed in blue. 

 CYCLE A – 2021/2022 

 Autumn term  Spring term Summer term 

 Main focus Relevance focus Main focus Relevance focus Main focus Relevance focus 

Whole school topic 
umbrella 

Meet the artists Our GREAT Britain Street Detectives 

Years 1 and 2 Family and 
community, changes 

over time 
-Memory Box 
-What can you 

remember? 
-Changes within living 

memory 

Leonardo Da Vinci and 
L S Lowry 

-Famous for more 
than five minutes 

Events beyond living 

memory that are 

significant nationally 

or globally 

The Great Fire of 

London 

-The Great Fire of 

London  

 

The lives of significant 

individuals in the past 

who have contributed 

to national and 

international 

achievements. Some 

should be used to 

compare aspects of 

life in different periods 

Samuel Pepys 

Movers and shakers 

-Famous for more 
than five minutes 

 Changes within living 

memory. Where 

appropriate, these 

should be used to 

reveal aspects of 

change in national life 

Compare Beenham 

Primary School with 

Victorian times 

- School days 

- Street Detectives 

 

Years 3 and 4  Stone Age, Bronze Age 

and Iron Age 

.- Tribal Tales 

-Do plants have legs? 

- Through the ages 

-Prehistoric pots 

-Stone age to Iron age 
Britain  

 The Roman Empire 

- Emperors and 

empires 

- I am warrior! 

- Did the Romans use 

toilet roll?  

-Roman Britain 

 

Anglo-Saxons and 

Vikings 

Traders and Raiders 

-Crime and 

punishment 

-Invaders and settlers, 

Anglo Saxons 

-Invaders and settlers, 
Vikings 

 World War II and the 

Blitz and its impact on 

the local community, 

showing how several 

aspects of national 

history are reflected in 

the locality 

A child’s war 

-A child’s eye view 

from the home front 

-World war 2 in 
Europe and the Battle 

of Britain 

 

Years 5 and 6 Ancient Egypt 
Pharaohs  

-Earlier civilisations, 
Ancient Egyptians 

 The Normans – Battle 
of Hastings 

1066 
-How far can an arrow 

travel? 
Medieval England 

Peasants, princes and 
pestilence 

 Life in Beenham in 

Victorian times – focus 

on changes in farming 

methods due to the 

revolution 

Revolution 

-The Victorians 

 

Comparison of British 

History with the early 

Mayan civilization. 

-Maya 

 

 CYCLE B – 2020/2021 

 Autumn term  Spring term Summer term 

 Main focus Relevance focus Main focus Relevance focus Main focus Relevance focus 

Whole school topic 
umbrella 

We are technologists! Time Team Tokyo 2021 

Years 1 and 2 Tim Berners-Lee – 
Invention of the 

internet 
Movers and shakers 
-Famous for more 
than five minutes 

 History 

British Monarchs 

Power and rule 

Learn about changes 

within living memory. 

  Jessie Owens and Ellie 
Simmonds 

-Movers and shakers 
-Famous for more 
than five minutes 
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Where appropriate, 

these should be used 

to reveal aspects of 

change in national life. 

Royal portraits 

Understand the 

methods of historical 

enquiry, including how 

evidence is used 

rigorously to make 

historical claims, and 

discern how and why 

contrasting arguments 

and interpretations of 

the past have been 

constructed. 

 

Significant people 

Alfred the Great, 

William the 

Conqueror, Henry VIIII, 

Elizabeth the first, 

Elizabeth the second 

and Queen Victoria 

 

- Magnificent 

Monarchs 

- Portraits and poses 

-Famous for more 

than five minutes  

 

Years 3 and 4  Tim Berners-Lee – 
Invention of the 

internet 
Bill Gates – Founder of 

Microsoft 
Larry Page and Sergey 
Brin – Co-founders of 

Google 

History 
Tudors 

What sort of man 
would order the 

beheading of his wife? 
Was she really that 
bad? Travel back in 

time to the 1500s and 
meet the terrifying 

Tudors, a domineering 
dynasty that changed 
our history. Discover 

an opulent court 
where dancing and 

singing goes hand in 
hand with swift falls 

from favour, and even 
swifter falling of 

heads. Develop your 
painting skills in 
miniature, solve 

riddles and remember 
to protect your 

precious neck with a 
large white ruff, if you 

want to survive at 
Tudor court. Flex your 
detective muscles and 

become a criminal 
investigator. Will you 
find out the facts or 

will the evidence from 
the past bemuse you? 
How will you find the 
accused, innocent or 
guilty? It’s your turn 
to take part in one of 

the most famous trials 
that the world has 

ever known. 
Off with her head! 

 
Science 

States of matter 
Potion: a poison, a 

mixture, an aromatic 
brew, a vapour, a 

 History 

Ancient Greece 

Children learn how 

and when the ancient 

Greek civilisation 

flourished, and 

understand their 

culture, armies and 

heroes. 

Linked science 

investigation: Why did 

Icarus fall from the 

sky? 

- Gods and mortals 

-Ancient Greece 
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liquid or sticky goo. 
Welcome to the 

amazing magical world 
of potions and their 

properties. Now 
scientists, beware. 

There are some 
powerful and deadly 

potions out there, 
dangerous, 

unpredictable or tragic 
(just ask Romeo and 
Juliet.) Use what you 
know about materials 
and their properties to 

create incredible 
potions in Professor 

Hazard’s Potions class. 
Feeling sleepy? That 

orange juice did taste 
a little strange... 

-Potions 
-Are all liquids runny? 

-Is it safe to eat? 

Years 5 and 6  World war 2 
A child’s war 
Fallen Fields  

Tim Berners-Lee – 
Invention of the 

internet 
Bill Gates – Founder of 

Microsoft 
Larry Page and Sergey 
Brin – Co-founders o9f 

Google 

Comparison of British 
History with the early 

Mayan civilization. 
-Maya 

  Japanese history and 
timeline 

 

 

 

 


