
SPACE
Science lesson 5th May 2020

Mosi Class



DO THE PLANETS ALL SIT IN A LONG LINE?

It’s easy to imagine that the planet are all organised in a long line like the 
image below, but in fact they aren’t.

All of the planets revolve around the sun at different speeds. Look at this website to see 
where the planets are in relation to each other today: https://www.theplanetstoday.com/

You will see that the planets are in different positions in their orbit around the sun.

https://www.theplanetstoday.com/


HAVE WE ALWAYS KNOWN THAT THE PLANETS 

MOVE AROUND THE SUN?

A long time ago, people believed that the planets all revolved around the 
earth until two scientists (Copernicus and Galileo) challenged that view.

Find out more about Copernicus and Galileo by watching this short BBC clip: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z6shfg8

Why do you think people thought that we were the centre of the solar system?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z6shfg8


HAVE WE ALWAYS KNOWN THAT THE PLANETS 

MOVE AROUND THE SUN?

At the time of Copernicus and Galileo it was considered ‘heresy’ to 
suggest that the Earth was not at the centre, but these scientists 

suggested that it was in fact the Earth moving on its own axis as well as 
around the sun which made it appear like the sun and stars were moving 
- they used their observations and mathematical calculations to back up 
their ideas, although it took time before even more concrete ‘proof’ was 

available (or accepted). 



FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE PLANETS:

▪ You can find out more about each of the planets and how long they 
take to orbit the sun by going to this website: 
https://www.solarsystemscope.com/#plans

▪ You may need to be patient for it to load, but once it has loaded you 
will be able to see each of the planets in their orbit. Click on a planet 
to find out more about it including its solar orbit period (the time it 
takes to go around the sun).

▪ What else do you think is in space? e.g. meteors

https://www.solarsystemscope.com/#plans


INDEPENDENT LEARNING:

▪ Using the paintings/drawings or models to help you, can you present 
the solar system to help others understand how it works? Ask 
someone to record your short presentation of your learning about 
our solar system. 

 If you prefer, you could make a short presentation using ICT such as 
PowerPoint to show your learning. 


