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Friday 2nd October 2020 

Our VALUE this month is  

Resilience 

  

 
Next Friday 9th October – World Mental 

Health Day - we will be taking part in 

Hello Yellow to raise awareness of mental 

health and wellbeing in school.  

 

We ask that all children wear something 

yellow (there is no need to wear school 

uniform) and bring in £1 to donate to 

Young Minds, a charity that are “leading 

the fight for a future where all young 

minds are supported and empowered, 

whatever the challenges”.  

 

During the day at school the children will 

be taking part in various activities that 

will encourage them to think about 

looking after their wellbeing and 

developing resilience – something that is 

becoming increasingly important! 
 

 
 

 
Leo Trinder 

 

What’s happening in school over the 

next couple of weeks in school? 
 

 Friday 9th October – Hello 

Yellow Day in school 
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Dolphin Award 

 

 

The first Dolphin Award of this year goes to someone who has really worked on increasing their 

self-belief. At the start of term, they had a really hard time believing in themselves and having 

confidence in their ideas and abilities. However, during September I have seen this individual 

challenge themselves to develop their self-belief and tell themselves that they “can’t do 

it…yet!”. 

Not only satisfied with working on their own self-belief, this person has amazed staff in school 

by also helping others to improve their self-belief. Mrs Edwards was especially touched when 

this person encouraged a member of Torak class to try playing football at lunchtime, leading to 

them scoring their first goal.  

At the start of term, we talked a lot about having a growth mindset and the idea that ‘practice 

makes progress’. This person has clearly listened to every word and the change in their attitude 

to school has been completely remarkable. If this has been the progress in just one month, I am 

so excited to see where they will be by the end of the year.  

I am enormously proud of the fantastic effort they continue to put in to simply believing they 

can and trying their best – it is all I will ever ask for.  

Congratulations, Jayden-Cato! 
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Riding of scooters and bikes to school 
It is great to see so many of the children riding their bikes and scooters to school. Can we please 

remind everyone that children MUST wear helmets and MUST also dismount their bikes and 

scooters at the entrance to the school. They should then walk them through the school ground 

and around the back of school to the bike racks. 

At the end of the day, they must then walk them back through school to the front gate before 

riding home. 

We hope to see even more children travelling to school in this way. So fantastic to see! 

Many thanks. 

 

 

 

 
Bourne Lane/Beenham Hatch Lane in the Parishes of Bucklebury & Beenham will 
be closed between the 5th October and 8th October 2020 from the hours of 08:00 to 
16:00 from its junction with The Avenue to The Green. 
  
This closure is to enable Volker Highways to drainage works on behalf of West 
Berkshire Council. 
  
This closure is to enable Volker Highways to carryout highway improvements to the 
carriageway on behalf of West Berkshire Council. 
  
Please follow the diversion which will be signed on site. 
  
A plan of the closure and diversion route can be found at: 
https: https://one.network/?tm=GB118815446 
  
All enquiries please contact West Berkshire Council on 01635 519080. 

 

 

https://one.network/?tm=GB118815446
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Tala class 
 
George Brawn - George showed great perseverance this week during maths. He worked with Mrs Wheeler to 
carefully match objects to numerals on his caterpillar. Well done George! 
 
 
Felix Roe - Felix has been working so hard on his writing this year, ensuring the letters are similar size and on the 
line. His focus and determination has been amazing - I am very proud of you Felix!  
 

Torak class 
 
Tommy O’Hannelly - Tommy has worked so hard this week on his maths, he tried his hardest to work through 
the questions and finish them. He also threw himself completely into our air resistance science experiment and 
designed an amazing parachute big enough for our class bear to be attached to. He is such a wonderful boy with 
the most hilarious sense of humour. We love hearing all his stories.  

Jessica Reeve - Jessica always works so hard. She listens, focuses, and gets on with every task. She is also very 
kind and is often seen helping the other children in our class, she is a brilliant mentor. Jessica also has lovely 
stories to tell which we all love to listen to. 

 

Tundra class 
 
Noah Errington 
Noah has worked really hard in class this week and has produced some incredible work. In particular, his writing 
describing an air raid during the Blitz was really fantastic and utilised the learning we have been doing in history 
as well as in English. Noah is also a consistently kind and considerate member of Tundra class and a great 
member of our team. Well done, Noah! 
 
Charlie Robins 
Charlie has been trying his best with his learning in maths this week and his hard work has really paid off. He is 
putting his hand up a lot more in class as his confidence grows which is lovely to see. Charlie is a valued member 
of Tundra class and can always be relied on to make good choices for him and those around him. Keep being 
brilliant, Charlie! 
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Voice In A Million 
Coronavirus / COVID -19 Update Sept 2020 

  
In response to the continued uncertainty of when the government is going to allow mass gatherings,  withdraw 

social distancing measures and allow the safe return to live events Voice In A Million have had to take the very 

difficult decision of delaying the rescheduling of our concerts to March 22nd & 23rd 2022. 
  
Despite the government engaging with the desperate pleas from everyone in the entertainment industry, so far 

there has been no tangible practical support, their inability to say when the impossible constraints of social 

distancing will be lifted makes it equally impossible for us to properly plan for what the future holds. 
  
It was an absolutely heart breaking decision to postpone our concerts in March but in the end the choice was 

simple, we were bombarded with parents and schools asking us to postpone the event in March to a later and safer 

time, which we did. 
  
Unfortunately our insurance for the event, although robust, does not cover pandemic outbreaks, we appreciate that 

this has caused upset and anger to some parents and we can only apologise, we simply do not have the funds to 

refund and therefore the only option we have is to reschedule. 
  
All customers who have purchased tickets will be offered a credit voucher which can used for priority booking 

when the new dates are confirmed. This voucher of course could be transferred to other parents within your 

school as we appreciate the cohort for 2022 will possibly be very different from the original one planned for 

March 2020. 
We hope this means that internally schools will be able to liase with the parents and they will have the best 

financial outcome. 
   
Using the Arena to its full capacity rather than our normal configurations for our events would allow us the 

opportunity to have some social distancing at our events, however at this stage we do not believe that there will 

have been enough progress made by March 2021 to move forward. Even when the social distancing measures are 

lifted it is anticipated that it will take several months of preparation for our productions to be re mounted and we 

would need to ensure audience and school confidence. 
  
I am so sorry that I cannot offer a more positive response but with our industry in crisis, we are simply hoping 

that we manage to get through this and don’t have to close. I would ask that people try to remember that VIAM 

didn’t cause this pandemic and the impact on businesses is huge, we are not the only business to find ourselves in 

this position and after 12 years of operating VIAM this will have a devastating and lasting effect for the 

foreseeable future. 
  
Could we ask that you please do communicate this information to all of your parents as soon as possible. 
  
With Kind Regards 
Jo Garofalo 

Co Founder / Creative Director 

Voice In A Million 
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Tala Class information 
  

This week, Tala class have been working as a team to write story maps of ‘Dot’, sequencing 
the beginning, middle and end. They showed great teamwork and cooperation, displaying 
our school values - I am so proud of you all! 
 
 

    
 

 
      

 

Have a great weekend 😊 
Mrs Cannings 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception have been ‘archeologists’ this 
week. They found lots of dinosaur bones in 
our sandpit and put them back together to 
create their own dinosaur! 
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Torak Class information 
 

 

This week in Torak class the children have continued their investigations into forces. They did 
this by designing three different sizes of parachute and measured how long each of them took 
to reach the ground when they dropped them off the top of the fort. They were considering 
what effect gravity and air resistance had on the size of their parachutes. They concluded that 
the bigger the parachute (surface area) the more air resistance hit it so the slower it fell to the 
ground.  

 

 

                                 

The children are wonderful artists and creators. They have enjoyed creating a portrait of the 
Iron Man thinking about light and dark, using chalks. Huge apologies for the state their uniforms 
were in, I did not think chalks would be that messy!  
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Tundra Class information 
 

This week in Tundra class we have been thinking a lot about our mental health and how 
to look after it. We have also talked about resilience and the importance of being able to 
pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off and carry on after we encounter a difficulty. The 
children have all made lovely posters thinking about all the things they do that make 
them feel happy and content. 

 

     
 

We have had more opportunity this week to be creative with the learning we have been 
doing and the children have relished in the challenge. In history we thought about what 
life was like on the Home Front during WWII and the children chose how to present their 
findings, resulting in some brilliant posters, role plays, comic strips and writing. 

 

   
 

I am so impressed by the effort that all members of the class are putting into their work 
and the kindness and respect they are showing to one and other during learning 
activities.  
 
I have really enjoyed this week and I hope you all have too! 
Have a lovely weekend and do some lovely things to put some holes in those buckets- 
 
Miss McBean 
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Beenham Primary School on TWITTER 

 
Find us by searching for @BeenhamPrimary 

 

MAKING CONTACT WITH SCHOOL STAFF 
 

If you have an issue that you would like to discuss with any member of the school staff and you wish to make an 

appointment to see them, then please email them direct. We do encourage face to face contact whenever possible as 

we genuinely believe it is the best way to resolve any concern that you may have. Email addresses are as follows: 

  

School Office:  office@beenham.w-berks.sch.uk 

Miss McBean: smcbean@beenham.w-berks.sch.uk 

Mrs Edwards: nedwards@beenham.w-berks.sch.uk 

Mrs Cannings: lcannings@beenham.w-berks.sch.uk 

Mrs Butcher: headteacher@beenham.w-berks.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 
Keep in touch with the school governors by visiting their website 

regularly. Follow the direct link below. 
 

Beenham School Governor website 
 

NEWSLETTER COMMENTS 
If you would like to comment or respond to any of the items in this newsletter then please email 

office@beenham.w-berks.sch.uk or fill in the slip below. 

 
Name(s)__________________________________ 

Parent/pupil comment: 

 

Signed:_______________________________Parent/guardian/pupil 
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