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LI: To understand the meaning of 

propaganda



During the war the 
government would 
put up posters to 
persuade the 
British public to do 
certain things or to 
behave in certain 
ways. We call this 
‘propaganda’



Propaganda

• Propaganda was used to 
influence the public in 
different ways. Propaganda 
was usually posters displayed  
on the streets or leaflets.

• German aircraft would often 
drop leaflets from the sky, to 
influence British people that 
their government was wrong.

• Why do you think posters 
were the best way to get 
information to the British 
public?



In today’s English lesson you are going to 
investigate some of the most well-known 
propaganda posters. As you look through 
them, try and think about what the posters 
are saying and what makes them effective? 
Would they persuade you to do what the 
government were asking? Answer the 
questions – you do not need to record the 
questions about the posters, just think 
about them.



Why is this 
woman 
standing tall 
and proud?
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What does 
‘we can do 
it’ mean?
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Do with less 
of what? 
Who does it 
help?
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How can 
food be a 
weapon?
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Why would 
digging 
make us 
victorious?
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Why is this 
poster 
powerful? 
What is it 
asking you 
to do?
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Thousands 
more of 
what?



How will 
make do and 
mend help 
in the war?
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Why might 
people need 
to keep calm 
and carry 
on?



Independent Learning

Now that you have looked through the 
posters, choose your favourite one. In 
your English book, explain what you think 
the poster is about and why you think it is 
an effective poster. Can you remember
the work we did on persuasive texts &
posters in class last term? Use the same 
ideas to help you now.


